 

 







Positioning - Free kick close to the penalty area �13. At free kicks close to the penalty area, the assistant referee should position himself in line with the second last defender (controlling the offside), but also with awareness of the goal line. The referee should control the ball and the wall. 


After an offside �14. When possible an assistant referee, after a free kick for offside has been given, should position himself in line with the spot where the ball should be positioned to restart the game. He should then immediately take up a position to control the offside line (level with the second-last defender), which is his priority.


Goal kick and goal clearance �15. For goal kicks and when the goalkeeper is in possession of the ball inside his own penalty area, it is advised that the assistant occasionally checks that the ball is correctly positioned or that the goalkeeper does not cross the 16 metre line before releasing the ball from his hands. This should be done in convenient situations (eg. second last defender near the penalty area). Control of offside from subsequent play is the priority concern. 


Corner kick �16. For corner kicks, it is recommended that the assistant involved takes a position behind the flag in line with the goal line.


Penalty kick �17. When a penalty kick is awarded during the normal course of play, the assistant should be on the goal line where it meets the penalty area boundary line. �18. For kicks from the penalty mark to determine the winner of a match, one assistant should be positioned on the goal line where it meets the goal area boundary line, with the other assistant controlling the players within the centre circle. 


Substitution �19. When a substitution takes place, the assistant referee 1 should move towards the halfway line and assist the 4th official in the procedure. When the procedure is fully completed, the assistant referee will take his position and then give a signal for the restart to the referee. Special awareness should be given in case of simultaneous substitutions and / or a substitution immediately after a red card. 


Flag technique �20. It is recommended that an assistant referee holds the flag in his hand nearest to the field of play by switching hands whenever he changes his direction of movement so that the flag is visible to the referee at any time. It is suggested to the associations to instruct new assistant referees in this way, however this technique is not compulsory for experienced assistant referees. The referee observer shall continue to assess the performance of the assistant referee according the accuracy of his decisions.














Guest Speaker (January)





Back by popular demand, Ian Greaney will be our Guest Speaker. Ian will give a talk/demonstration on the art of lining. This is a must for all new referees ready for your appointments as Assistant Referees in your local League, semi finals and finals.


For thoughts on the Welsh League as you heard at the meeting before last, when Rodger Gifford was guest speaker – that there is room for improvement by a lot of the Assistant Referees, so this is your chance to be one of the better ones on the Welsh League.


Ian is Assistant Referee in the League of Wales, our highest League in Wales. So come along and see one of your own colleagues. 


________________________________________





I hope I have not stolen Ian’s thunder, but I have put UEFA’s advice to its Assistant Referees on the last three reading pages. I think it’s worth the space in the newsletter. Let me know what you think.


________________________________________





Guest Speaker (February)





Simon Jones, FIFA Referee will be our guest speaker for February. 


This is confirmed.


_______________________________________





School Boy International





Wales V England U18 takes place at Newport Stadium on March 8th – evening KO. Congratulations to the following RA officials:





Referee - B.McNaught 


Assistant Referee - S.Wilkins


Assistant Referee - A.Dack


4th Official - P.Bates





4th Official takes over Referee’s duties if required.


_______________________________________


Now for the legal bit


The views in this newsletter may not always be the views of


The Monmouthshire Referees Association


_______________________________________
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